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Join us on June 9th for a virtual presentation 
and discussion with Andrea Urton, CEO 
of HomeFirst Services, who will talk about 
homelessness and address some of the 
issues that have been raised by neighbors on 
Nextdoor.

Wednesday, June 9th, 7:00 – 8:00 PM.
Zoom meeting credentials will be posted to 
LVNASV.org/meeting 1 hour before the start of 
the meeting.

For more information on HomeFirst Services, 
visit https://www.homefirstscc.org/

NEXT MEETING

SAVE THE DATE - DUMPSTER DAY IS BACK!

Save the date, and junk, for Saturday, July 17th, 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM! 
Additional information on locations and details for accepted items 
will be shared in next month’s Villager, as well as on Nextdoor.

https://lvnasv.org/meeting/
https://www.homefirstscc.org/
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SUNNYVALE BOARDS
AND COMMISSIONS

Do you have ideas on how to improve our city? Do you wish that your voice was included in city policy 
decisions? Well, the City of Sunnyvale has ten boards and commissions to do exactly that. The boards and 
commissions provide advice to the City Council on specific topics (bicycle friendliness, heritage preservation, 
housing and human services, etc.) and are intended to give community members a stronger voice in how our 
city is run. The city accepts applicants at all times and fills appointments on an as-needed basis. To be eligible 
to serve on a commission, you must be (1) a resident of Sunnyvale, (2) a registered voter of the City, and (3) 
willing to serve a four-year term. The complete list of Boards and Commissions is:

1. Arts Commission

2. Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission

3. Board of Building Code Appeals

4. Board of Library Trustees

5. Heritage Preservation Commission

6. Housing and Human Services Commission

7. Parks and Recreation Commission

8. Personnel Board

9. Planning Commission

10. Sustainability Commission

For more information, including a link to the applications, visit

https://sunnyvale.ca.gov/government/boards.htm

https://sunnyvale.ca.gov/government/boards.htm


NEIGHBORHOOD 
SCAVENGER HUNT

Welcome to the June scavenger hunt! Submit your answers by email to vp2@lvnasv.org, along with your name 
and address (to confirm you live in the Lakewood/Fairwood neighborhood), by June 30th. The winner (randomly 
selected from those with the highest score, in the event of a tie) and the correct answers will be announced 
in next month’s Villager. The winner will get to choose from either a selection of $30 gift cards to local 
restaurants OR a toy from the LVNA prize chest.

1. Which Sunnyvale Council District is Lakewood Village in (zip code 94089)?
(a)  District 1 
(b)  District 2 
(c)  District 5 
(d)  District 6

2. How many lamp posts are on the Greenbelt section that goes from Hiddenlake Dr to Meadowlake Dr? 
(a)  3 lamp posts 
(b)  6 lamp posts 
(c)  9 lamp posts 
(d)  12 lamp posts

3. How many swings are there at Fairwood Park? (hint: remember to count the swings in both the younger- and 
older-kids’ sections)

(a)  6 swings 
(b)  8 swings 
(c)  10 swings
(d)  12 swings

4. Do egg cartons (made of cardboard, Styrofoam, or plastic) go in your recycling or garbage bin?
(a)  Recycling, since Sunnyvale recycling accepts all types of egg cartons (plastic and Styrofoam in the blue  

side, cardboard in the green)
(b) Recycling for cardboard egg cartons (green side) only, garbage for Styrofoam and plastic egg cartons.
(c) Garbage - Sunnyvale recycling does not accept any types of egg cartons. Although, cardboard egg 

cartons can go in your backyard compost bin and some vendors at the farmer’s market will take back 
their own egg cartons (if not contaminated with food).

5. True or false: There is a four-way stop at the intersection of Fairwood Ave and Prescott Ave.
(a)  True 
(b)  False
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Miguel Rios
650-810-6893

I offer landscaping services including 
fences, concrete, pavers, house interior 
and exterior. Prices are reasonable. I 
live locally and would love the support!
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR
If you would like to recommend someone or interview a neighbor 
for the newsletter, please email vp2@lvnasv.org.

GEORGE TUCKER
Q: Tell us a bit about yourself and your family.

George: I grew up in the Bay Area and my wife, Holly, grew up in 
Fresno. We came back to California after grad school in Boston, 
where we met, to be closer to family. We have a 2-year-old son, 
Luca, and another boy on the way. We moved to Lakewood five 
years ago and live on Lakeknoll Drive.

Q: Name one thing you see out of your kitchen window

George: Luca’s strawberry planter box. His grandpa made it for 
him.

Q: Something that is in your front yard?

George: Blooming roses, which have somehow survived 5 years of 
us not taking great care of them. 

Q: A sound you hear frequently in the neighborhood?

George: The trash truck approaching-- when we hear it, we always 
have to run out with Luca to watch! 

Q: What is something you like about living in Lakewood/Fairwood?

George: The parks and the little libraries. With Luca, I’ve gotten the chance to explore a lot of the streets of 
Lakewood/Fairwood. Our favorite thing to do is to visit various little libraries and read books on the sidewalk. 

Q: And something that has changed since you moved to the neighborhood?

George: In just the past year or so, it seems like there are a lot of new babies in the area. This could just be 
observation bias, though. 

Q: What are your favorite parks/things to do in Sunnyvale and/or the Bay Area?

George: Luca really likes all 3 parks in the area-- Lakewood, Fairwood, and 7 Seas. We like Baylands park too 
when we’re in the mood for a long walk.

Q: Tell me a bit about your hobbies.

George: I’ve been doing workouts from DailyBurn every day for the past couple years. I like reading the 
newspaper and doing the KenKen. I like strategy games and wire puzzles too. 

Q: Any great stories to share about living in the neighborhood?

George: I don’t have any specific great stories, but we enjoy the little things in the neighborhood - neighbors 
dropping off fresh eggs or toys their kids have outgrown, the light displays in the winter, a neighbor who wrote 
“happy mother’s day” in sidewalk chalk up and down the street... 
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Over 35 years of combined experience! 

Maximize the value of your home by adding a legal Accessible 
Dwelling Unit!
Refresh your bathroom or kitchen! 
Modernize your exterior or floor plan!
Located in Sunnyvale. We are neighbors!
Specializing in value-engineered design and construction!
Nervous about getting started? Call us or visit us online! 

Sergio@integrumgc.com | 925.895.7898 | www.Integrumgc.com

LAKEWOOD... BEFORE 
THERE WAS LAKEWOOD

Thank you to Katharina Woodman, at the Sunnyvale Historical Society, who kindly researched and wrote this 
article for us. This is the first of two installments exploring the history of Lakewood Village. This article shares 
the history of the land before it became Lakewood Village. Check out the July newsletter for the second 
article, which will follow Lakewood Village itself from its beginnings in 1956 to the present.

Before there was Lakewood…

 

…there were thousands of years of Ohlone history, followed by immigrants from various parts of the world. 
Accounts of the Ohlone culture conjure up a bucolic landscape of rolling grasslands, perfect for hunting and 
gathering. The people collected tule reeds from the Bay shore to dry and make ropes to fashion into building 
materials for their huts and canoes. Their lives were changed forever by the arrival of Spanish explorers and 
missionaries. After an almost century-long occupation by Spaniards and Californios, Mexican rancheros, the 
land where Lakewood now boasts single-family homes came into the hands of an Irishman, Martin Murphy Jr.

 

Martin and his large family had been members of the first immigrant trek who successfully brought wagons 
across the Sierra Nevada in 1844/45. He first settled close to Sutter’s Fort, but when Martin saw the Santa Clara 
Valley on a trip to purchase cattle, he instantly fell in love with it. He and his wife, Mary, decided that this would 
be the place to end their wanderings and settle down for good. Martin was in luck, because the year was 1849, 
when California was about to join the United States, causing a big problem for many of the Californios: they had 
to prove ownership of their holdings by producing a deed to their land. Californio Mariano Castro was willing 
to sell half of his ranch to the Murphys in order to raise cash for a long legal battle (which took twelve years to 
settle), and they snatched up the opportunity to buy Pastoría de las Borregas (lambs’ pasture), roughly the area 
of today’s City of Sunnyvale.

 

The present-day pesky expressway bisecting Lakewood Village, making for poor connectivity within the 
neighborhood, had very humble beginnings as “Lawrence Road.” Attracted to California by the promise of 
riches from gold, carpenter and piano builder Albert Chester Lawrence left mining after a few years, settled on 
a squatter’s claim on Murphy land in 1852, built a house for his family, and cultivated the land. That same year, 
Lawrence and some co-signers laid out a road to connect the Bay with the redwoods in the nearby mountains 
so farmers could transport their wheat, hay, and lumber to Alviso to be loaded onto ships. “Petitioners for the 
road urged haste in building because the ‘prairie’ was rapidly being fenced and land prices were going up” 
(Patricia Loomis).
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CONT.

When the railway line from San Francisco to San José was being planned in 1861, Murphy offered to give land 
to the railroad company to lay tracks across his property under the condition that he would have a train stop at 
his ranch. The area became known as “Murphy’s Stop,” or “Murphy’s Station.”

 

Along the railway line to the east, A.C. Lawrence followed Murphy’s lead and gave right-of-way through his land 
to the railroad. He became station master at “Lawrence Station.” and the earlier road in that location changed 
names to Lawrence Station Road.

 

Mary and Martin had stipulated that none of their land be sold during their lifetime. After Mary’s death in 1892, 
the heirs, pressed for cash to pay the steep property taxes, sold 200 acres along the train tracks to a developer, 
Walter Crossman, who successfully attracted a number of businesses to the new settlement, among them 
Hendy Iron Works and three canneries. By then, the land on which the Murphys had originally planted wheat 
and raised cattle, had been taken over by orchards – mainly cherries, apricots, plums, pears, but also nuts and 
almonds. 

In 1901, the name Sunnyvale replaced the former moniker “Murphy’s Station,” when the town was big enough 
to warrant its own post office. The name “Murphy’s” could not be used because it had already been taken by 
the gold town in the Sierra foothills where Martin’s brothers, Dan and John, had operated a general store to 
supply the miners. In 1912, Sunnyvale was incorporated as a city and flourished with agriculture and industry.

 

While most of the land was planted in fruit, Sunnyvale was also home to a great number of dairy farms, mainly 
in the northern part of town, where Lakewood Village was eventually established. Cows roamed the fertile 
meadows and their milk was delivered to the customers’ doorsteps in glass bottles. In 1947, both cows and 
humans alike were startled to find small airplanes taking off and landing in their vicinity! Harold Willson, the 
son of Frank Chapman Willson, an orchardist who became famous for his “Willson’s Wonder Walnuts,” was an 
aviator with his own plane, a Globe Swift. Because Harold and other aviation buffs in Sunnyvale had to drive 
up to Palo Alto whenever they wanted to fly, they wanted a hangar and landing strip closer to home. Harold 
persuaded nine other investors to buy land for that purpose. They purchased 128 acres of land for $70,400 

LAKEWOOD... BEFORE 
THERE WAS LAKEWOOD

DO YOU WANT TO 
FIND OUT WHAT YOUR 
HOME IS WORTH?

Ask Grace Keng Realtor
also Lakewood Homeowner

408-799-8887
dre: 00919545
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CONT.

in 1946 and founded the Santa Clara Valley Airport, located at Lawrence Station Road north of the Bayshore 
Freeway (today’s US 101). Included on the premises were a mechanics’ shop and an office which served as a 
meeting place where the pilots would discuss their flights with their passengers, over coffee. The main hangar, 
measuring 60 by 80 feet, could hold ten airplanes, and the paved runway was 2,100 feet long. The airport was 
mainly intended for private flying and training sessions. This venture lasted for two years and seventeen days, 
after which period the land was leased and the hangar buildings taken down and re-erected at Hayward Airport 
and San José Municipal, respectively. The land was sold in 1956 for almost $400,000, and that is where the story 
of Lakewood Village begins.

LAKEWOOD... BEFORE 
THERE WAS LAKEWOOD

A map of Sunnyvale from the early days. Note that 
Bayshore Freeway stands where US101 is today.

Harold Willson standing next to his plane with an unidentified person

Early aerial view of northern Sunnyvale with Fairwood and Lawrence 
marked.

Unfortunately, none of the photos nor the map are dated. The map 
is from sometime between 1947 (when the airport was built) and 
1956, when the land was finally sold.An aerial view of the Santa Clara Valley Airport



08     LVNA VILLAGER | JUNE 2021

The views, opinions, and facts presented in the Villager are of their respective authors/creators and don’t necessarily 
reflect the views or opinions of the Lakewood Village Neighborhood Association, its officers, residents or other 
sponsors. 
If you’d like to submit an article, event, etc., for possible publication in a future edition of the Villager, please send an 
email to our editor(s) at editor@lvnasv.org

ADVERTISE WITH US!

We have space throughout the Villager to host ads 
of various sizes. If you’re interested in advertising 
with us, please email us at ads@lvnasv.org

RECIPE CORNER

Roasted Garlic

one or more whole heads of garlic 
(or peeled garlic cloves)
avocado oil

1. Preheat oven to 400°F.
2. If using whole head(s) of garlic, gently peel and discard 

the outer skin of the whole garlic bulb (leaving the cloves 
intact). If using peeled garlic cloves, skip to step 4.

3. Slice the top part of the garlic head(s) off, leaving the cloves 
exposed. All of the individual cloves should be exposed for 
proper roasting.

4. Place garlic head(s) or cloves in foil or in an oven-safe 
bakeware dish.

5. Drizzle avocado oil over garlic head(s) or cloves. Make sure 
exposed cloves and surfaces are coated with a light layer of 
oil.

6. Wrap garlic head(s) in foil or cover bakeware dish with foil.
7. Bake for 50-60 minutes.
8. After baking, allow garlic to slightly cool before enjoying! 

Answers from the May scavenger hunt:

1. What is the theme of the Lakewood Park 
playground?

(b) Outer space

2. Who is Sunnyvale’s current mayor?

(c) Larry Klein

3. In the block of Torrance Ave between 
Fairwood Ave and Havenwood Ave, how many 
fountains are there in front yards?

(a) 0 fountains

4. Plastic clamshells from the grocery store or 
restaurants are recyclable.

(b) False - you should put them in the 
garbage

5. Which of these intersections has a USPS drop 
box?

(b) Blazingwood Dr and Pecos Way



Instyle Beauty Salon, located in Sunnyvale-
Santa Clara, is offering readers $150 off 
microblading, a new and popular procedure 
that creates the perfect eyebrow! 

Normally $450, Instyle Beauty Salon is offering readers 
$150 off, making it just $300 for the procedure – which 
also includes the touch-up visit that is recommended 
within 4-6 weeks of the initial procedure. 

Manual microblading is a form of a semi-permanent 
tattoo that involves using tiny needles (instead of a 
tattoo gun) that make up a small blade to help deposit 
pigment under your skin, one by one, for natural 
looking hair strokes. The procedure takes about an 
hour to 2 hours and lasts 1.5-2 years before needing 
to be redone to look fresh. Topical numbing cream 
is used to maximize comfort. Microblading is perfect 
for anyone with any hair color and is tailored to each 
individual client.

For more information and to schedule a consultation, 
call or text (408) 605-2146.
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

JUNE

JULY

LVNA CONTACTS

President
1st VP
2nd VP
Treasurer
Secretary
Newsletter
Media
Advertising

Lydia Fotiades
Tony Bugna
Cortney Jansen
Bev Woidyla
Brad Dux 
Ray Family
Ray Family
Tony

president@lvnasv.org
vp1@lvnasv.org
vp2@lvnasv.org

treasurer@lvnasv.org
secretary@lvnasv.org

editor@lvnasv.org
media@lvnasv.org

ads@lvnasv.org

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Emergency
Abandoned Vehicles
Shopping Carts and Graffiti
Animal Control
Neighborhood Preservation
Parks & Maintenance
Public Safety -- General Info
Public Safety -- Non-Emergency

911
(408) 730-7150
(408) 730-7680
(408) 730-7178
(408) 730-7610
(408) 730-7506
(408) 730-7100
(408) 730-7180

For all Sunnyvale events, please refer to 
Sunnyvale’s online calendar at https://
sunnyvale.ca.gov/cals/.

09

14

17

7:00 - 8:00 PM

7:00 - 8:00 PM

7:00 AM - 2:00 PM

lvna monthly meeting 
virtual Zoom link: lvnasv.org/meeting

lvna monthly meeting 
virtual Zoom link: lvnasv.org/meeting

lvna dumpster day 

LVNA MEETING ON MAY 12

Last month, Bailey Hall, Environmental 
Program Specialist with the City of Sunnyvale, 
gave an amazing presentation on how 
recyclables are processed at the SMaRT 
Station® and what residents can do to 
help maximize the reusability of materials 
and minimize the amount making its way 
to the landfills. Ever wonder why clamshell 
containers can’t be recycled… or what the 
“recycling” symbol (     ) actually means? 
Check out the meeting recording for answers 
to those and many other recycling-related 
questions.

Recording: https://youtu.be/NEFTWW9HvdM

LVNA MEETING 
RECAP

https://sunnyvale.ca.gov/cals/
https://sunnyvale.ca.gov/cals/
https://lvnasv.org/meeting/
https://lvnasv.org/meeting/
https://youtu.be/NEFTWW9HvdM

