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Presentation on Sunnyvale School District by Superintendent Ben Picard       
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President’s Column  

-Fred Fowler 

Out With The Old, In With The New 

Greetings, neighbors.  I'm writing this while sitting in the sun 
room of my home on the 2nd day of the New Year.  The sun 
room isn't very sunny, right now.  There is a cold rain falling 
and the weather is cloudy and dark.  The world seems to be 
taking its winter nap, resting up for the springtime that is to 
come. 

It is a good time to rest and reflect on the year just past.  It 
was an eventful year for me!  It was about a year ago that I       
decided to “come out of retirement” 
and serve as president of the 
LVNA once again.  The LVNA year 
has gone by quickly, and all of its 
annual undertakings have been 
safely accomplished once more.  
We had our Dumpster Day, our 
Picnic and our Parade as usual.  
Each one was a trial and an ordeal 
to accomplish (as each one always 
is), but they all came off without a 
hitch.  The LVNA team with its 
many resourceful members came through again.  2010 is 
now in the record books. 

THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

2010 was an important year for the 
LVNA, and 2011 will be an even 
more important one for it and for 
our neighborhood. 

Organizations like the LVNA have 
their “ups and downs”.  When I 
returned as president last year, the 
neighborhood association was at a 
low point.  I got myself involved 
again because there had been no 
LVNA president for nine months 
and the LVNA Holiday Parade was 
(Continued on page 5) 

 . 

January Meeting:  

Sunnyvale Schools and DPS “Vial of 
Life” program. 

By Fred Fowler 

Two of the most important assets the 
Lakewood Village community has are 
the fine elementary schools located in the centers of the two 
parts of our neighborhood.  Our relationship with the schools 
and the school district that runs them dates back to the very 
founding of our community.  When Lakewood Village was 
conceived back in the 1950s, the plan was to build a “family 
oriented” development with its own schools, churches and 
shopping center.  That initial plan has stood the test of time 
with modern day Lakewood Village retaining that same basic 
outline.  The Lakewood and Fairwood elementary schools 
are in many ways more important to us than ever, providing 
an educational focus for the young families who live here 
and serving as a focal point for a number of community 
activities. 

For these and other reasons, I am pleased to welcome     
Dr. Benjamin Picard, Superintendent of the Sunnyvale 
School District as our first guest speaker at the January 
LVNA meeting.  Please come to the Lakewood Park 
building at 7:00pm on Wednesday, January 12th to hear 
him give his “State of the District” presentation  (Continued 
on page 2) 

Hanging Shoes 

by  Fred Fowler 

Have you noticed pairs of shoes hanging 
from utility wires high in the air?  They 
are common in many parts of Silicon 
Valley, and a particular pair of them has 
been hanging for several years near the 
intersection of Lawrence Expressway 

and Lakehaven Drive, the entrance to the western half of our 
neighborhood. 

To the unsophisticated eye, these appear to be the result of 
some kind of childish prank.  It looks like some poor kid lost 
his shoes to a bully who threw them (Continued on page 3)                     
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January Meeting  

(Continued from page 1) 

And answer questions about 
the     district, our schools, 
and the    upcoming challeng-
es facing them.  I'm sure it will 
be an interesting presenta-
tion. 

In addition to Dr. Picard, I would also like to welcome 
Lieutenant Ryan Yin of the Sunnyvale Department of 
Public Safety as our second speaker of the evening.  
Lieutenant Yin will speak to us about a new prescription 
drug drop-off service at our local fire station, and also 
about the department's “Vial of Life” program. 

These two guest speakers should provide a good start for 
this new LVNA year.  Please mark your calendars!  Start 
off the New Year with some good information about these 
matters of public concern.  I'll see you there. 

Holiday Lighting Contest  

By Phyllis Fowler 

Once again our neighborhood has lived up to its tradition 
of lighting up the    winter’s gloom! 
There were so many houses festive-
ly decorated that it was hard to de-
cide on the winners.  Our  celebrity 
judge this year was Lakewood 
School Principal Annette Grasty.     
Special kudos to Manzano! Several 
houses on both sides were decorat-
ed with a lot of enthusiasm. It must 
have hard to narrow down the 1st 
and 2nd prizes this year.  

And the Winners are: 

1st: 11196 Redrock            2nd: 1224 Manzano 

1st: 1381 Socorro       2nd: 1313 Socorro 

1st: 737 Lakefair       2nd: 661 Lakehaven 

1st: 750 Lakemuir       2nd: 722 Lakewood 
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DR. FRANCISCO A. MABBAYAD 
 

TASMAN SQUARE DENTAL CARE 
 

ADULTS & CHILDREN 

GENERAL AND COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

CERTIFIED INVSALIGN PROVIDER 

IN-OFFICE TEETH WHITENING 

ORTHODONTICS (BRACES) 

DENTAL IMPLANTS 

 

1117 TASMAN DRIVE           WEB: www.drmabbayad.com 

SUNNYVALE, CA 94089         E-mail: rmabbayad@aol.com 
 

PHONE: (408) 752-0684 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

By Phyllis Fowler 

In honor of the observation of Martin 
Luther King’s birthday on January 17th, 
I thought I would share some of my 
favorite quotes from him. 

A right delayed is a right denied. 
 
A genuine leader is not a searcher for consensus but a molder of 
consensus.  
 
Every man must decide whether he will walk in the light of creative 
altruism or in the darkness of destructive selfishness. 
 
Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate 
cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.  
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Hanging Shoes     (Continued from page 1)   

high up and out of reach. One can imagine a smaller boy 
being victimized by a gang of bigger ones, with the shoes 
representing a kind of “victory trophy.” They stay up there 
year after year, because it is not worth anyone's time to try 
to get them down. 

To a more experienced observer though, the shoes have an 
entirely different meaning.  They are probably the result of 
gang activity, not a “victory trophy”. They are in fact a kind of 
advertisement. Those shoes hung up on those overhead 
wires are nothing more than a kind of “FOR SALE” sign.  
They were deliberately put up there to let people know that 
drugs are for sale nearby. 

The corner of Lawrence and         Lakehaven has been a 
center of drug activity in the past.  
When I was    president of the LVNA 
back in the 1990s, we were able to 
bust a heroin dealer who was operat-
ing in the    parking lot between the 
Dick's Market shopping center and the 
gas station.  The  local “war on drugs” 
has had its ups and downs over the 
years, and I'm not sure how well things 
are going now.  Those shoes on the 
high wire may be a leftover from the 
past, or they may be an indication of a 
thriving present day business.  It's hard 
for law abiding people to know for sure. 

What should be done about this situation?  One step is pret-
ty obvious. Take the shoes down!  If they are a leftover from 
past drug activity they won't reappear.  If they are an indica-
tor of a present day problem they may get replaced.  Either 
way, getting them removed will send a message about the 
kind of place Lakewood    Village is, and that drug sales are 
something the  

about the kind of place Lakewood Village is and 
that drug sales are something the neighborhood 
doesn’t like very much. 

Let’s get those shoes at Lawrence and           
Lakehaven down. If there are other pairs of shoes 
hanging in other parts of Lakewood Village, let’s 
get them down too. 

We have a few problems to solve. The first one is 
to find a good way to get the shoes down. It 
shouldn't be too hard a problem to solve.         
Perhaps we could get a “cherry picker” truck to 

help us, if someone in the neighborhood has access to one.  
Perhaps we can rig some kind of pole with a knife on the end 
of it to reach up and cut the laces.  I can think of several ways 
to dislodge the shoes.  How about you?  If anyone has an 
idea, please give me a call at (408) 505-2813, or send me an         
e-mail at fred@fmfa.com and let me know. 

The second problem to solve is to be sure we get all of the 
shoes down and remove any new pairs that show up         
afterwards.  Do you know of any other places these shoes 
are hanging besides Lawrence and Lakehaven?  Would you 
be willing to watch for more?  Please call me or e-mail me 
with the locations of any pairs you know of or notice as they 
appear. 

The third problem is to organize some volunteers to remove 
the shoes.  I'm willing to be the first one.  How about you?  
Do you have access to the tools we would need?  Would you 
be willing to help improvise something?  Could you give up 
an hour or so of time to help take shoes down?  Once again, 
please call or write to me    (continued on page 5). 

In the 1990s the neighborhood fought and won a war against 
graffiti.  Those of us who were here back then remember how 

Shanghai Restaurant 
 

$1.00 Chicken Chow Mein 
Minimum order of $25.00 

(excludes ‘Cantonese Dinner’ & ‘Shanghai Dinner’) 

Every day after 4pm only. 
Delivery available for orders over $25.00 

We Deliver to Lakewood Village! 

(408) 245-1342 
253 E. Maude Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94085 

 

Catering available. Ask for details 

***************COUPON! ***************** 
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Picard about a donation and reading event. Picard put 

Stafford in touch with Tellez, who were thrilled by the idea. 

The Rotary Club purchased the books from Leigh’s 

Favorite Books in downtown Sunnyvale. Stafford said the 

bookstore gave them a good deal on the 80 books and 

helped pick the title. Seven Rotarians then went to four 

classes at Fairwood, where each member read “Frog and 

Toad Together” for a group of kids. 

Stafford and Tellez both said they plan to duplicate the 

event next year, and Stafford added that the Rotary Club is 

looking into going to other Sunnyvale schools with the idea. 

Aside from seeing their donations at work, the club 

members appreciated the chance to spend some time with 

the kids. 

“Some of us have grandchildren that live far away and we 

just don’t get to interact with kids that much,” Stafford said. 

Rotary tries to be more than just a check writing 

organization, and this was a great chance to do something 

more.”  

(Editor’s note. Since the Sun is no longer delivered in our 

neighborhood, I now read it online. To find the Sun online 

go to www.mercurynews.com/sunnyale  or copies can be 

found of the Sunnyvale Sun at the Sunnyvale School 

District office at 819 Iowa, the downtown library or at City 

Hall.) 

***************COUPON! ***************** 

Sunnyvale Rotary Club Donates Books 

to Fairwood Students 

By John Dugan, 12/23/2010 

reprinted from the Sunnyvale Sun 

Members of the Rotary Club of Sunnyvale had a very simple 

goal with their most recent book donation effort at Fairwood 

Elementary School earlier this month-they wanted to see the 

fruits of their labors. 

“We’ve been giving children books for years, but we’ve never 

been able to read them to the kids ourselves,” said Flo Stafford, 

the Rotarian who organized the donation and reading. We 

wanted to see how our gifts were being received.” 

The response the Rotary Club got was more than its members 

hoped for, Stafford said. Seven club members went to 

Fairwood on December 2 to read to 

the kids, and all 80 kindergarten 

and first-grade students at the 

school received a copy of “Frog and 

Toad Together.” by Arnold Lobel. It 

was the first time the rotary Club did 

an in-person donation at Sunnyvale 

school. 

The kids had a great time, and the 

Rotary members were just thrilled,” 

Fairwood principal Sarah Tellez 

said. “A lot of our kids just don’t 

have access to books, so this was 

greatly appreciated.” 

The Rotary Club has a number of donations and events every 

year to promote literacy in children but always in a hands-off 

manner. Last year, the club donated $2,000 to Fairwood to 

sponsor a kindergarten readiness seminar for parents, but 

members were not involved in the event itself. 

Stafford said the club was looking for a way to interact with 

some of the kids they were benefitting, so they approached 

Rotarian and Sunnyvale School District Superintendent Ben 
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Hanging Shoes    

(Cont. from page 3)    

to let me know what you can do. 

In the 1990s the neighborhood fought and 
won a war against graffiti. Those of us who 

were here back then remember how bad it was and how 
much work it took to drive it away. The strategy was simple: 
whenever a new tag showed up, the job was to clean it off or 
paint it over. It took years of work and sacrifice by some 
wonderful volunteers, but in the end  the neighborhood won.  
Some of our kids told us later that the graffiti stopped, 
because painting it out showed that we cared.  Our 
neighborhood was worth caring about, so the graffiti people 
started to care too. 

I don't think we'll have to fight a war on these “drug 
shoes” (at least I hope not!), but we may have to go back 
and re-remove some of them more than once.  We'll see. 

I plan to go to the corner of Lawrence and Lakehaven some 
weekend morning and take care of the pair of shoes that are 
up there.  I'm not quite sure how I will do it, but I will find a 
way. 

How about you?  Will you help?  Please let me know.  

 

 

Out With The Old, In With The New   

(cont. from page 1) 

about to be canceled for the first time in 
more than 30 years. 

My goal when I became LVNA president 
was to give the organization a good year 

similar to the ones we had in the 1990s.  One year later, I 
can safely say that “WE DID IT!”  By focusing on the 
“basics”, we've had good monthly meetings, a strong 
newsletter, successful annual events and an improved 
record of involvement.  The LVNA is alive and well!  Mission 
accomplished. 

It is now time to see if the LVNA can stand on its own, 
without the help of someone like me. 

I've enjoyed my time as president, but it is now time for me 
to lay down that responsibility and let someone else take 
over.  I've made a decision to run once more for a seat on 
the Sunnyvale City Council, and I will need all of my free 
time this coming year to pursue that goal. 

The LVNA year always starts in March with elections that fill 
vacant board seats.  This time around there will be three 
positions to fill.  I currently hold the posts of president and 
secretary, and Bev Woidyla will reach her term-limit of three 
years as treasurer.  We'll need candidates to fill those three 
spots by the time we hold our March meeting. 

By the way, the LVNA board needs at least three members 
in order to conduct business.  The bylaws state that a 
quorum of at least three people is required for the board to 
take any action.  If there are fewer than three voting board 
members, the LVNA will not be able to publish the   
 
newsletter, coordinate Dumpster Day, hold the picnic, or do 

any of the other things it normally does.  Please bear that 
in mind while you consider whether you can step up and 
take on one of these jobs for the sake of your neighbors. 

While I'm announcing my upcoming retirement now, I have 
no plans to resign before March.  I'll fill out my term and 
continue to serve as your president for the few remaining 
weeks there are before the new LVNA year starts.  After 
I'm no longer on the LVNA board, I may continue to be 
involved as a kind of “news reporter” for The Villager.  
(We'll see). 

And what happens after that?  That remains to be seen.  
The LVNA is a strong and resilient organization because it 
reflects the strength and resiliency of the people that live 
in Lakewood Village.  We have more than enough talent 
and energy within our borders to take the LVNA to even 
greater heights of achievement.  The LVNA is good at 
finding leaders from within our midst. It is time for a new 
set of them to step forward.  

If you are interested in serving, please let me know.  We'll 
publish a list of candidates for office in our March 
newsletter (which is produced at the end of February).  
Please think about putting your name on the list!  If you 
step up to the challenge, you'll find it is the hardest job 
you'll ever love.  Being president the first time around was 
a trans-formative experience for me.  It can be the same 
for you.  Please think if over, then give me a call and throw 
your hat in the ring.  You'll be glad you did.  

Federal Tattoo Shop  
  Sunnyvale's First!!  

  299 E. Washington Ave.  
   Sunnyvale, Ca.  94086 

(408) 462-9275 
 Come In Or Call Today! 

 



 

 
 

Healthy Teeth and Gums for a Lifetime! 

 

LAKEWOOD DENTAL CARE 
Personalized & Comfortable 

Dr. Marilou A. Cuasay 
1153 Lawrence Expressway, Sunnyvale, CA 94089 

lakewooddentalcare@comcast.net  

 

State-of-the-Art, Lifetime 
Dental Excellence in Sunnyvale! 

 
 *Professionally trained, caring and             *Convenient 0% payment plans 
                         Courteous staff  *Accept all Credit Cards 
 *Help with toothaches and cavities  *Make your dental insurance 
                        and other dental emergencies                        filing easy 
 *Lumineers and teeth whitening available 

 

Don’t Wait! Stay Healthy! Call today. (408) 541-1900 
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***************COUPON! **************** 

 

January Garden Chores 
For The Bay Area 
By Phyllis Fowler 

In the first days of January we have 
been experiencing frosts. Last year 
our hibiscus bushes were severely 
damaged by the overnight freezing.  
We lost two and almost lost two more.  I recently searched 
the internet to get some tips for January. 

  

I found out that you need to wait until March before 
pruning any perennials, shrubs or trees that were injured 
during the winter’s freezing mornings. If it gets really cold 

During the winter’s freezing mornings. If it gets really cold 
again, the open wounds may invite further disaster. Here 
are some other tips I found: 

 

Plan on spraying your deciduous fruit trees this month. 
This will help control peach leaf curl. You will need to 
spray them one more time before Valentine’s Day A 

copper-based spray will help control peach leaf curl and 
brown rot.  

 

Start planning your summer garden now. Now is the 
time to plant bare root plants. Check out what’s 
available at nurseries and start checking out the seed 

packets. 

 

When selecting bare root roses, look for those with a 
grade number of one. (These are the healthiest roses 
available.) Camellias at the nurseries will be in bloom 

now; choose one that catches your eye. 

 

Artichokes and gladiolus can be planted this month. 
Plant a few gladiolas every three weeks until July for a 
continuous bloom from spring until fall. 

 

Start tomato and pepper seeds indoors in small 
containers or peat pots, either on a sunny window sill 
or beneath fluorescent lights. 

   (Continued on page 8) 

mailto:lakewooddentalcare@comcast.net


The LVNA Villager January   2011                                                          7                                  ©2010 Lakewood Village Neighborhood As-

 

 
Sunnyvale Girls Softball is 
Holding a Free Softball 
Clinic! 
 
Sunnyvale Girls Softball League 
is a youth sports organization 
established to educate and develop 
softball skills, sportsmanship and 
character through the game of 

softball.   
 
Our regular season begins with team selection in February 
and ends the end of May. We also have a more competitive 
travel ball program (Sunnyvale Shockwave) that runs in 
June/July and September/October 
 
Online registration is now open –  
      Register before January 16th and save! 
  
There are three ways to register: 

On-line registration 
at www.sunnyvalegirlssoftball.org 

Mail your registration (forms and address are on 
website) 

Register in person on January 15th @ 2:00-5:00 at 
Columbia Middle School Field. 

 
A free softball clinic will be open and 
ongoing during registration at the 
Columbia Middle School Field.  Come 
out, dust off your glove and meet 
some of our best coaches! 
 
Age Divisions -  
Age as of January 1, 2011  
     Your player’s birth year determines 
the division: 
 
6 & Under (6U): 2003-2004;   
8 & Under (8U): 2001-2002;   
10 & Under (10U): 1999-2000;   
12 & Under (12U): 1997-1998;   
14 & Under/16 & Under (14U/16U): 1993-1996                   
  
No player will be denied the opportunity to play for financial 
reasons.  For need-based scholarship information, please 
contact a Board Member at Registration. 
                    

Fairwood Explorer Program 

The Fairwood Explorer program will be expanding 
for the 2011-2012 school year. This program, located 
at Fairwood Elementary School, is open to all 
students in the Sunnyvale School 
District. The mission of the Fairwood 
Explorer program is to provide 
students with hands-on, challenge-
based instruction and active 
community involvement through family 
participation. This whole-child 
education program guides students to 
become creative, intellectually curious, 
confident, respectful, self-disciplined 
and socially responsible. The program will be open to 
students in grades K-5. If you are interested in 
learning more about the Fairwood Explorer program, 
please plan on attending our information night 
Thursday January 13th at 6:40 pm in the Fairwood 
Library/Media Center. You can also contact 
Principal Sarah Tellez at sarah.tellex@sesd.org .  

***************COUPON! ***************** 

  

Registration Fees: 
Save $25 by registering before January 16th 
                         Before Jan 16th     After Jan 16th 
6U and 8U:             $85                 $110 

10U, 12U,  
14U and 16U:        $145                 $170 
 
Multi-Player Discount: Families with two or more players can 
deduct $10.00 from each registration. 
 
Need more information? 
Website: www.sunnyvalegirlssoftball.org 
Email: sgsl@sunnyvalegirlssoftball.org 
Phone (408) 380-1210  
 

Come out and Play Ball!      

 

http://www.sunnyvalegirlssoftball.org/
mailto:sarah.tellex@sesd.org
http://www.sunnyvalegirlssoftball.org/
mailto:sgsl@sunnyvalegirlssoftball.org


 

 
 

All advertisements in this newsletter are paid ads and support the printing costs of this newsletter and events in our 
neighborhood.  The views, opinions and facts expressed in this newsletter are attributed to the various authors, and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Lakewood Village Neighborhood Association, its officers or the residents of Lakewood Village.   
 

To submit articles or letters for publication, please contact the editor:                

Phyllis Fowler at (408)747-1454 or email: phyllis@fmfa.com 
To submit advertisements, please contact Terry (408) 747-1638 
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Important Phone Numbers   
 Public Safety - Emergency 911 

 Public Safety - Non-emergency 730-7100 

 Parks and Maintenance 730-7506 

 Speeding Cars, parking complaints, traffic signal 

repair, dead animals 

Dispatch                  

730-7180 

 Complaints about noise or commercial vehicles on 

residential streets 

Desk Officer            

730-7110 

Neighborhood Preservation  Complaints on  decrepit 

fences, , weeds,  illegal home businesses or rentals 
 730-7610 

 Animal Control 730-7178 

 City Streets, sidewalks, trees, streetlights,                    
Public Works           

730-7505 

 Nuisance Vehicle Hotline 730-7706 

 Drug Hotline 245-3784 

Graffiti Hotline & Shopping Cart Pickup 730-7680 

 Street Sweeping: 

Fairwood Side  -  route 2a: 1/18 & 2/1 & 2/15 

Lakewood Side -  route 2b: 1/11, 1/25 & 2/8  

 

  

 

LVNA Contacts: 
President      -    Fred Fowler           (408) 747-1454 
Advertising   -   Terry Lin         (408) 747-1638 
Editor            -     Phyllis Fowler        (408) 747-1454 
 
Newsletter Delivery:  
   Fairwood Side  -   Leah Lane              (408) 739-9405 
   Lakewood  Side-  Wendy Stanley      (408) 745-1331 

***************COUPON! ***************** 

***************COUPON! ***************** 

January Garden Chores 

For The Bay Area 

 (Cont. from page 6) 

If crabgrass is a problem in 
your yard, control it now with a 
pre emergent, before it 

germinates next month and takes 
over your lawn this summer! 

 
Winter-flowering plants need to be fed with a 
balanced fertilizer to keep blooming in these cold 

months. Such as: primroses, stock, calendula, 
snapdragons, Iceland poppies, pansies and violas. 

 
Now is the good time for pruning deciduous fruit 
trees, grapes and roses. If you're unsure how to 
proceed, check with your favorite nurseryperson. 

Two good books on the subject include Ortho's "All About 
Pruning" and Sunset's "Pruning Handbook".  
 

Clean and sharpen all your pruning tools when you’re 
done. Don't put away your pruning tools wet and 
dirty! It can encourage the formation of rust. 

 
Apply a dormant oil spray on your roses and 
deciduous fruit trees now. This will suffocate spring 
and summer pests, including scale. 

 

Add a splash of winter color to your porch or patio. Pot up 
transplants of primrose, cyclamen, pansy and calendula, 
now appearing at area nurseries. 
 

Perennials that can be divided now. including Shasta daisies 
and day lilies. 
 
When planting bare root fruit trees, make sure they will be 

in an area with good drainage. 

                   Enjoy your gardening!    

 


