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Volume 48, Number 8 Sunnyvale, California August 2005 

Next LVNA General Meeting: 

Thursday  August 11 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Lakewood Park Building 

•Information about Columbia Neighborhood Center Health Clinic 
•City Council Member Julia Miller 
•Cookies and cold drinks 

PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  CCoolluummnn  
- Ursula Syrova, LVNA President 

Two Tons More Than Last Year! 

Dumpster Day, July 16, was a great success―173 tons 
of stuff were collected and taken away! That is two 
more tons than last year. The tire dumpster in the 
Lakewood Village Shopping Center collected 125 tires, 
compared to only 33 last year. All this was collected in 
58 loads.  

Lots of usable stuff was rerouted to the Dumpster Day 
Sale in the parking lot of the shopping center, and we 
were able to raise $431 for neighborhood events. Thank 
you to Judy Fernandez for running the sale and Steven 
Fernandez, Mrs, W, and Wendy Stanley for helping, 
and to Skip Gottschalk and Dennis O’Neil for running 
loads of stuff collected at the dumpsters over to the 
sale. We appreciate Gene Yee, owner of the Lakewood 
Village Shopping Center, for letting us use a section of 
the parking lot for the sale. Dumpster Day went 
smoothly for the most part, although one dumpster did 
tip over while being picked up. No one was hurt, but it 
was exciting!  

The enthusiasm and dedication of the volunteers are 
what make this event such a success. 

 

 

Thank you to our dumpster monitors this year: 
Mel Anderson 
Michelle Anderson 
Dan Bailor 
Kathy and Rich Bray 
Duane Brouse 
Gerlinde and Jim Daugherty 
Sarah and Art Daugherty 
Rick Flovin 
Phyllis and Fred Fowler 
Gene Goldsmith 
Annie Gottschalk 
Helen and Jim Lane 
Robert Matas 
Thom, Linda, and John Mayer 
Robin Mohun 
Lenora O’Neil 
Willy, Carol, and Mike Rodriguez 
Lori Sabala 
Tom Watkins 
 
Annual Picnic Will Be September 17, 2005 

All Lakewood Village residents are invited to the 
annual picnic, to be held Saturday, September 17, 2005 
between 11:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the Lakewood 
Park picnic area. As always, volunteers are needed to 
help set up, cook, and clean up. There will be a sign-up 
sheet at the next general meeting on August 11, at 7:00 
p.m. at the Lakewood Park Building, or you can call 
one of the board members listed on the back page of 
the Villager. Watch for further details in the September 
issue.  
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August in Your Yard  
and Garden 
o Continue to weed. Unfortunately 

as long as it’s the growing season, 
it is also the weeding season. Add 
young, seedhead-free weeds and 
excess summer growth to the 

compost pile. Remember to keep the pile as damp 
as a wrung-out sponge for faster composting. 

o Keep after the snails 

o Use a strong spray from the hose to wash away 
aphids. 

o Pick up fallen fruit and vegetables (particularly if 
they are planted near the house) to discourage ants 
from forming colonies near your dwelling. 

o Insulate the garden soil from the hot, dry weather 
by applying a two-inch-thick mulch. 

 

 
 

o Fertilize plants if you see signs of pale, lackluster 
growth. Yellow leaves with green veins often 
indicate an iron deficiency that can be corrected 
with a chelated iron. Fertilize the lawn. Fertilize all 
flowering plants about to bloom. Fertilize roses, 
except most antique roses. 

o Pinch off dead flowers. In particular pick off spent 
blooms from crape myrtles to bring on extra 
flowers in the fall. Make sure you get the entire 
flower head—particularly the swollen ovaries 
where seeds form. 

o Hold off transplanting fall- and winter-flowering 
plants into the bedding plot. Hot weather is hard on 
newly transplanted plants. If you do transplant, 
shade them for a few days with the temporary 
shelter of an umbrella or wooden shake. Stake tall 
sprawling flowers. 

o Harvest vegetables as they ripen. Pick them early 
in the day. 

o Continue to monitor your watering system. Soak all 
newly transplanted plants. 

These tips are from the book Northern California 
Gardening: A Month-by-Month Guide, by Katherine 
Grace Endicott, published by Chronicle Books, San 
Francisco, copyright 1996, and are used with the 
publisher’s permission.  
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LLVVNNAA  MMeeeettiinnggss  
-Skip Gottschalk, LVNA Secretary 

July 14 General Meeting 

Sunnyvale Mayor Dean Chu, City Council 
member Melinda Hamilton, and Planning 
Commission Chair Chris Moylan described the 
status of the city’s operations and development 
projects. An open forum session on city and 
Lakewood Village issues followed.  

Dumpster Day Monitor packages were 
distributed. A discussion about the Dumpster Day 
(Saturday, July 16) process led to agreement that 
dumping on the dumpster delivery day (Friday) 
would be at the discretion of each dumpster 
monitor. 
July 28 Board Meeting 

Dumpster Day summary – 58 dumpsters full, 173 
tons, 125 tires, and $431.00 collected for items at 
the Dumpster Day Sale. 

Other items: The Treasurer provided a financial 
report. Calendar of events and guest speaker 
recommendations were discussed. Preliminary 
plans were made for the LVNA Picnic; the 
tentative date is Saturday, September 17. 

The Bank of Santa Clara, where the LVNA 
checking account is, will begin charging $10 per 
month as of December 1 for accounts with less 
than a $3000 daily balance. Board members will 
contact other banks to see if we can find one that 
meets LVNA needs without a service charge.  

BBee  KKiinndd  ttoo  YYoouurr  NNeeiigghhbboorrss  
If you need to mow your grass or fix your car and you 
like to work to music, just remember to save it until 
after 9 a.m., and turn off the noise at 10 p.m. Your 
neighbors may need to sleep, or someone may be sick. 
Make Lakewood Village a good place to live—respect 
your neighbors.  

GARAGE SALE 
August 13 

Multifamily 
1151 Stonylake Ct. 
Lakewood Village 

TToo  YYoouurr  HHeeaalltthh  
The City of Sunnyvale, in a partnership with Camino 
Medical Group, is offering free health presentations 
featuring a wide variety of timely topics of interest to 
you and your family. Talks will be led by Camino 
Medical Group Physicians, and are free and open to 
the public. 

The presentations will also be televised on KSUN 
Channel 15 at various times during the week 
following the presentation. All talks are held in City 
Council Chambers, on the fourth Wednesday of the 
month, 7-8 p.m. (except November and December). 

The August 24 topic is "Health Insurance, Medicare 
and You," presented by Lawrence Shapiro, M.D., 
Managed Care Medical Director of Camino Medical 
Group. For more information, or to pre-register, call 
(408) 523-3295.  
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LLaakkeewwoooodd  VViillllaaggee’’ss  5500tthh  
Part 4: The Neighborhood Gets Organized 

- Brian Smithson 
This is the fourth in a series of articles celebrating the 
50 year history of Lakewood Village .The first three 
appeared in the February, March, and May issues. 

The LVRA 

The predecessor to today’s Lakewood Village 
Neighborhood Association (LVNA) was the 
Lakewood Village Residents Association (LVRA). 
The LVRA was formed in January of 1958. It was 
primarily funded by annual dues of $2.00–$2.50 per 
household. Membership was not a requirement for 
residents in Lakewood Village, and nonmembers were 
not excluded from the benefits of LVRA activities, but 
residents were encouraged to show their support for 
the LVRA by becoming members, attending meetings, 
and participating in activities of one kind or another. 
Other funding came from bake sales and rummage 
sales and from donations of cash or merchandise from 
local merchants. 

The LVRA was extraordinarily active and effective in 
a variety of community affairs. In February of 1958, a  

 
The original LVRA constitution was adopted from another 

homeowner association in what is now Cupertino 

social committee was also formed. In April, the first 
issue of the Villager was published. The first picnic 
was held in July, but because there were no parks built 
in Lakewood Village at that time, the picnic was held 
at Blackberry Farms (in what is now Cupertino). A 
“Teenage LVRA” was formed in October, and in 
December, a Christmas party was held at a local club. 
In June of 1959, the LVRA was incorporated as a non-
profit organization. The first Holiday Lighting Contest 
and Holiday Parade were held that December. 

Some of the LVRA’s activities, like the annual picnic, 
lighting contest, parade, and publication of the 
Villager, continue to this day. Other activities were 
shorter lived. An Easter egg hunt was held at 
Lakewood Park in 1965, and by 1971 it was 
augmented by an Easter parade. The first of several 
Western Days events was held in 1965 in the parking 
lot of Dick’s Plaza (now Lakewood Village Shopping 
Center). In 1967, the first (and only) Miss Lakewood 
Village beauty pageant was held. In 1970, there was a 
Halloween “Spook House.”  

The LVRA was credited with many accomplishments, 
especially during its first five years of operation. 
Among those accomplishments were: 

o Neighborhood participation in a hierarchy 
consisting of elected LVRA officers, volunteer 
leaders for each of the four neighborhood units, 
and volunteer leaders for each block. 

 Continued on page 5 
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 Neighborhood Association, from page 4 

 

o Publication of a monthly newsletter, the Villager 

o Successful lobbying of the City of Sunnyvale for 
construction of a new fire station near Lakewood 
Village. 

o Working with the city on neighborhood issues, 
including street lights, street cleaning, traffic 
control, and insect and weed abatement. 

o Working with the Lakewood Village Merchant 
Association on shopping center issues. 

o Lobbying the city and county governments on 
issues regarding nearby zoning and development 
proposals, most notably defeating a proposal to 
build a slaughterhouse near Lakewood Village.  

 Continued in next column 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The LVRA actively engaged the city and county councils, 
utility districts, and highway departments, on issues that 

affected Lakewood Village 

 
One of the LVRA’s accomplishments: a fire station that is 

minutes away from Lakewood Village 

The LVRA achieved a membership of more than 
1,000 households, and it was the longest-lived (and, at 
times, the only) neighborhood association in 

 Continued on page 6 
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 Neighborhood Association, from page 5 

Sunnyvale. At its peak, the LVRA had four officers, 
eight unit directors, four social committee officers, 
and dozens of block captains. About ten people 
regularly composed the editorial staff of the Villager, 
and local scout troops delivered the newsletter. 
Despite many years of neighborhood participation and 
accomplishment, the LVRA eventually ceased 
operation sometime in the mid-1970s. 

The LVNA 

The LVNA was formed in October of 1991, by Judy 
Fernandez and Vicky Piazza. The reasons for re-
forming a neighborhood association were: 
o To educate and create awareness; 
o To give opportunities to get acquainted with each 

other;  
o To allow the community to come together. 

The LVNA has continued many of the traditions 
established by the LVRA, including monthly 
meetings, publication of the Villager, and events like 
the picnic, the lighting contest, and the holiday parade.  

 
The Villager resumed publication when the LVNA was formed 

The LVNA also acts as a liaison between Lakewood 
Village residents and the City of Sunnyvale, and vice 
versa. The LVNA’s working relationship with the city 
has been beneficial for Lakewood Village. Among its 
results are renovation of Fairwood Park and 
landscaping of the Hetch-Hetchy right-of-way as a 
neighborhood greenbelt (the John W. Christian 
Greenbelt, named after a former director of 
Sunnyvale’s Parks and Recreation Department who 
was instrumental in developing the bare-ground 
easement into a landscaped community resource). 

Unlike the LVRA, the LVNA does not ask residents to 
pay annual dues. All residents are automatically 
members, and funding for LVNA activities is derived 
primarily from Villager advertising revenue. The 
LVNA had “unit managers” in the 1990s, similar to 
the LVRA’s “unit directors,” but today’s LVNA has 
no such hierarchy. Also, the LVNA does not have a 
social committee; the LVRA Social Committee was 
essentially a women’s auxiliary organization, but 
women are now equal partners in the LVNA. The 
current LVNA operates with only five officers and a 
handful of regular volunteers. 

Participating in the LVNA can lead to positions in city 
government; several past LVNA officers have gone on 
to larger civic roles in Sunnyvale. For example, 
former LVNA president Fred Fowler was elected to 
the City Council and then became mayor of the City 
of Sunnyvale, former president Vicki Piazza went on 
to become the chairperson of the Sunnyvale Planning 
Commission, and former president Jessica Lee 
became president of the Fremont Union High School 
District. Community activism has been a hallmark of 
LVNA participants.  
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Possible Community Garden in 
Lakewood Village 
A tour of the proposed community garden site in 
Lakewood Village has been scheduled for Monday, 
August 15. Josh Salans of the Sunnyvale Community 
Gardens group will be on hand to answer questions. 
We will meet at 7:30 p.m. at the east end of the John 
Christian Greenbelt. Walk and talk about ideas for a 
community garden right in our own neighborhood. 

Take Lawrence Expressway to Sandia. From Sandia, 
make a left on Oak Creek Way and then a left on 
Manzano. The greenbelt starts on the left (the creek is 
on the right side). 

Everyone is welcome. If you are interested in growing 
a community garden, be sure to go on this tour.  
 

 
 

 

LLeetttteerr  
Dear Neighbors: 

We all enjoy a little extra money 
now and again, and a garage or yard 
sale is one way to make some cash. 
But please take down your signs for 
a sale when it's over. It is not 
fair for others who walk the 
neighborhood and see that the date 
has passed, and it makes Lakewood 
Village look trashy when there are 
expired sale signs hanging all 
around. 

Thank you in advance for remembering 
to gather up those garage and yard 
sale signs at the end of the day. 

Judy Fernandez  
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LLVVNNAA  OOffffiicciiaallss  
President Ursula 

Syrova president@lvna.net 738-3092 

1st Vice 
President 

Judy 
Fernandez vicepresident1@lvna.net - 

2nd Vice 
President 

Thom 
Mayer  vicepresident2@lvna.net 734-3935 

Secretary Skip 
Gottschalk secretary@lvna.net 746-3741 

Treasurer Faith 
Rogers treasurer@lvna.net 738-3215 

Newsletter 
Editors 

Brian 
Smithson, 
Faith 
Rogers 

editor@lvna.net 738-5939 
738-3215 

Webmaster Brian 
Smithson webmaster@lvna.net 738-5939 

Newsletter 
Advertising 

Faith 
Rogers advertising@lvna.net 738-3215 

Delivery 
(Fairwood) 

Craig 
Crawford walkers@lvna.net 736-7371 

Delivery 
(Lakewood) 

Wendy 
Stanley walkers@lvna.net 745-1331 

http://www.lvna.net/Miscellany/Contact/contact.html 

IInntteerrnneett  LLiinnkkss    
LVNA Web Site http://www.lvna.net 
Lakewood e-mail 
list http://www.topica.com/lists/lakewoodvillage  

City of Sunnyvale http://www.sunnyvale.ca.gov 

Sunnyvale Library http://www.sunnyvalelibrary.org 
Sunnyvale 
Freecycle 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
freecyclesunnyvale/ 

http://www.lvna.net/Resources/Links/links.html 

  

CCaalleennddaarr  ooff  UUppccoommiinngg  EEvveennttss  
What Where When 

Street Sweeping Your street – move 
your cars! 

8/2 Fairwood 
8/9 Lakewood 
9/6 Fairwood 
9/13 Lakewood 

Compost Workshop Sunnyvale Community 
Center Arboretum 

8/13, 
10 a.m. – noon 

LVNA Meeting Lakewood Park Bldg. 8/11, 7 p.m. 
Household Hazardous 
Waste Drop-off 

Carl Road, near the 
SMaRT Station 

8/20, 
8 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

LVNA Villager 
Editorial Deadline 

Contact 
editor@lvna.net 9/2 

http://www.lvna.net/Resources/Calendar/calendar.html 

  

IImmppoorrttaanntt  PPhhoonnee  NNuummbbeerrss  
Public Safety – Emergency 911 
Public Safety – Non-emergency 730-7100 
Speeding cars; parking complaints; traffic signal 
repair; dead animals 

Dispatch 
730-7180 

Noise complaints; homeless complaints; 
commercial vehicles on residential streets 

Desk Officer 
730-7110 

Illegal storage or buildings; decrepit fences or 
buildings; weed problems; illegal home 
businesses; rental housing complaints; commercial 
vehicles on private property 

Neighbor-
hood Pre-
servation 
730-7610 

City streets, sidewalks, trees, streetlights, street 
sweeping 

Public Works 
730-7505 

Nuisance vehicle hotline 730-7706 
Drug hotline 245-3784 
Graffiti hotline 730-7680 
Shopping cart pickup 725-1010 
Neighborhood liaison 730-7472 

http://www.lvna.net/Resources/Phones/phones.html 
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